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PICKING THE WRONG FIGHT

I have to admit that I found a bit of humor in a somewhat unfor-
tunate incident that happened recently. Under the cover of dark-
ness, Somali pirates launched an attack on what they believed to
be a cargo ship in order to steal what merchandise they could
and, if true to recent form, take hostage any passengers and crew
to be held for ransom. This has been a serious problem in the
Indian Ocean recently. However, the ship these pirates at-
tempted to storm turned out to be the 18,000-ton flagship of the
French navy, the La Somme. Needless to say, it did not go well
for the pirates.

Sometimes we too find ourselves in fights we ought not be in.
We snap at the people who love us the most. We resist those who
want nothing more than to help us. We create conflict with some
who should actually be close allies. Certainly, the worst fight we
will ever get into is a fight with our God.

The Bible reveals many who attempted to hold off God. Among
the notables:

e Moses tried to turn down the call to Egypt (Exodus 3&4).
¢ Jonah refused to go to Nineveh (Jonah 1 & 2).
e Saul of Tarsus tried to eradicate Christianity (Acts 8:3).
If we venture beyond scripture, too many Christians actually
stand in opposition to Christ.
To pick a fight with God is so utterly futile that we may wonder
why any would attempt to do so. Yet, I would suggest, we do it
quite frequently. Consider:
¢ We are told to tell others about Christ (Mark 16:15), but many
refuse.

e We are told to help those who are in need (Galatians 6:10), yet
some decline.

¢ We are told to assemble with the brethren (Hebrews 10:25),
but an increasing number absolutely will not.

Brethren, these are not requests from our Lord. They aren't a
wish-list of what He hopes we’ll consider. These are among His
commands of how His people ought to behave. To refuse is to
pick a fight with Him. A fight with Him is a fight that you will
never win.

BULLETIN DIGEST Tom Lynch
New Providence church of Christ
Clarksville, TN

We extend our sympathy to Noni Hartwell and
family on the death of her sister, Juanita
Richardson. The services were scheduled at Box-
well Brothers on Friday.

Dear friends and family at San Jacinto,

Thank you for all of the prayers, concern, cards, calls and well
wishes we received while I had problems with my pregnancy.
We now have a beautiful and healthy baby girl, Lillian Mae. If
you want to know anything about her, just ask mom or dad.
They think she is wonderful.

Love,

Belinda Delapena
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There are so many kind and generous hearts here in this lov-
ing congregation.

We want to thank everyone for the prayers, calls and good
wishes during H. D.’s illness. He is much better, and looking
for a full recovery.

In His Love,

H. D. and Joyce Dyson
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Smart Blonde
The local sheriff was looking for a deputy. A blonde went in
to try out for the job. “Okay,” the sheriff drawled, “what is 1
and 1?” “Eleven,” she replied. The sheriff thought to him-
self, “That’s not what I meant, but she’s right.”

“What two days of the week start with the letter “I” ?”
“Today and tomorrow.” He was again surprised that the
blonde supplied a correct answer he had never thought of
himself.

“Now, listen carefully: Who killed Abraham Lincoln?” The
blonde looked a little surprised, then thought really hard for a
minute and finally admitted, “I don’t know.” “Well, why
don’t you go home and work on that for a while?”

So the blonde wandered over to the beauty parlor, where her
pals were waiting to hear the results of the interview. The
blonde was exultant. “It went great! First day on the job, and
I’m already working on a murder case!”
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The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.

Today’s greeters are Fred and Thelma Ingram. Next week,
Bill and Brenda Warren will be the greeters.

Visitation Teams will not meet today.

We are taking up a collection for Haiti. The White’s Ferry
Road church of Christ in West Monroe, LA, has a relief minis-
try in Haiti and is overseeing contributions. You can give your
money to one of the elders or to Martha. Please mark your
checks for Haiti so I can keep them separate from other dona-
tions. The largest church of Christ, in Port-Au-Prince, was
destroyed. At last word, there were at least fifty bodies buried
in the rubble.

Today is the taping of “Key to the Kingdom.” There will be a
pot-luck luncheon in the Family Center following the first ser-
vice. The second taping will be at 1:00. We will be finished for
the day following all of these activities. Please plan on coming
for the luncheon even if you forgot to bring a dish. There is
always enough. Visitors, you are welcome to attend.

CONTACT ELDER FOR JANUARY
JIM PENCE
If you have any questions about our church family or any work
we are involved with or suggestions for improvement, give Jim
a call.

OUR WEEKLY RECORD
December
Last Week January 24, 2010 Average
66 Bible Class 73
102 Morning Assembly 108
66 Evening Assembly 66
Adults (54) Kids (25) Wednesday Night 91
11 Ladies Bible Class 14
$3851 Offering $4749

Weekly Budget $4406  — Yearly Budget $229,102




